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PUTTING THE PIECES TOGETHER
SPECIAL ANGELS RECREATION
85 EXTON AVENUE
NORTH ARLINGTON, NEW JERSEY 07031

PHONE 201-966-8738						Puttingthepiecestogether1@comcast.net

HEARTS4AUTISM is our first annual walk to ensure that our children have choices. Thanks to the Girl Scouts and Lexi Granell our dream of having our own Walk will be a reality. The walk will take place on Saturday April 25th 2009 with a rain date of Sunday April 26th 2009 with check in time at 10am and 12pm walk time.

The walk will have a resource fair for families to get information and education and a carnival for the children to enjoy. The walk will benefit our Special Angels Recreation a year round recreation and leisure activity organization. Special Angels Recreation is growing and we want to continue to grow. Our goal is to continue to give children affected by autism and other different abilities choices. We want to keep the cost down for families and continue to provide quality programs for our children. 

Therapy is very expensive! Most of our families can't afford the many therapies that are out there but with more funding we can help to educate our staff on current proven therapies so they can provide them to our children. We can hire an art therapist and music therapist to provide these services for our children below cost. We can start our own special needs Karate program, listening therapy (we need to purchase expensive equipment) and Tennis Program partnered with the U.S. Tennis Association that will help our children with fine and gross motor skills, following directions and building self esteem and structure and we can continue to provide the many therapies we already have in place.

We are running out of room. Mayor Di Lascio along with the Lyndhurst Recreation have been wonderful to us but we are creating so many new programs that we running out of space and need our own space so we can add and grow. By building our own facility the sky is the limit on what we can provide. We are also finding that we need our own small multipurpose field that is completely gated in for the safety of our children. Fields are scarce and we have certain requirements because our children are special needs so having our own field would enable us to have a small multipurpose field to run our sports programs. This cannot happen overnight but with successful fundraisers like our walk we can move closer to that goal.

We are now providing children with Drum Therapy, Art Therapy, Social Skills Group 3 times a week, Exceptional Dance, Cheer/Dance Squad, Tee Ball, Soccer, Bowling, Basketball, Speaker Meetings/Workshops, Support, Art Show, Art Auction, Dinner with Santa Breakfast with the Easter Bunny, movie day where we have the whole movie theater to ourselves, our soon to be Parents Survival Night (a night out for parents where your child is safe) and so much more. 

Our own Recreation Center and Fields are a necessity. We would be the first Recreation Center dedicated to Special Needs Children. Autism Society of Delaware has been very helpful in advising us since they are also trying to accomplish this goal and I think that New Jersey needs to be competitive when it comes to providing services for our children. This Walk will directly affect our children by helping us to continue our programs, start new programs, and ensure that we always have a place to provide them.

I would like to thank you in advance for your valuable time and support.

Sincerely,


Deborah Wertalik, President
Putting the Pieces Together Support Group
Special Angels Recreation
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Playing is Winning!




